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Possible hike opposed
BY MAYA KASHYAP

way of stimulating the economy.”
According to PSC’s website,
“CUNY cannot withstand further
cuts, especially with record enrollments. New Yorkers depend on
CUNY more in hard economic times.”
Munoz explained that
some students might see a
need for increased tuition because prices are increasing all
around, but he and PSC disagree.
“The City University of New
York used to be free. It was free
during the Great Depression
and free during the two world
wars. Historical data shows
that when students are asked
to pay more, the state comes
up with less money, so we
think this is a wrong policy.”
Munoz noted they will be
collecting cards “in preparation for the Board of Trustees
meeting. The Board of Trustees will meet about the budget
and they’ll have a hearing
about the budget and we
want to be present at both
those events with cards to
show evidence for not raising
tuition.” He also mentioned they
would be taking the postcards to
the Albany meeting as well.
It is PSC’s goal to collect
50,000 postcards. By Nov. 5, at
Baruch alone, they had already
collected 1,000. “So far, [from all
the schools], we’ve collected over
10,000 cards, so we are getting
there,” said Munoz.
Paterson will have to make
more cuts following the $2 billion

NEWS EDITOR

On Wednesday, Nov. 5, members of the Professional Staff
Congress, CUNY’s union, assembled on the first floor of Baruch College to protest the possible CUNY-wide tuition hike.
In response to New York’s current fiscal crisis, Gov. David Paterson has ordered major mid-year
cuts, spanning the entire budget.
As reported in TimesUnion.com,
Paterson said, “There will be hard
and painful cuts. There is no segment of this budget that will not
be cut.”
Paterson has called the New
York State Legislature back to Albany for an emergency meeting
Nov. 18. First on the governor’s
agenda is a $2 billion cut from the
budget, which will most likely include education.
At Baruch, the PSC had set up
a table and asked passing students to fill out postcards containing their information. The
postcards, which object to the
rumored tuition hikes, are to be totaled up and presented to the governor at the emergency meeting.
The movement, titled “CUNY
Rising,” which will take place on all
CUNY campuses, began last week
and will continue this month.
Albert Munoz, an organizer
with the PSC, said, “This is a
project, the main objective being to send a message to elected
members of legislation to invest
in CUNY because now is the time
to invest in higher education as a

just as qualified as Barack Obama
to be president, causing Cornfield
to intervene and steer the discussion back to the topic.
Blogs have become increasingly
popular among today’s web surfers. According to Cornfield, over 55
million adults read political blogs
in the U.S. alone. He also mentioned that blogs are very popular
with older people since 19 percent
of seniors citizens go online to read
political blogs as compared to only
12 percent of those who are 30 years
of age or younger.
Feldman said that these blogs
were very important because they
“make clear to the candidates of
[the writer’s] party what the expectations are of them.”

SEE BLOGGERS PAGE 4
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Politics in the blogosphere
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, Oct. 28, the department of journalism hosted “Blogging the 2008 Election,” a panel
discussion about the role political
blogs play in the presidential election, which excited the audience so
much that it often sparked biting
remarks and bouts of applause.
The event, which was held in the
Newman Library Building’s seventh floor conference room, featured four panelists: James Taranto,
editor of The Wall Street Journal’s
OpinionJournal.com, Heidi Li Feldman of Heidi Li’s Potpourri, Morra
Aarons, writer of five blogs including one for The Huffington Post, and
Brandon Brice of HipHopRepublicans.com.
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The night began with light refreshments and mingling. It kicked
off at around 7:20 p.m. when Andrea Gabor, a professor from the
journalism department, gave the
opening remarks. She mentioned
that Baruch would soon be announcing four journalism scholarships, each worth $6,000, which
will be open to juniors who have
declared a journalism major.
After some brief introductions
by journalism assistant professor
Vera Haller, moderator Michael
Cornfield began the discussion.
Almost immediately, Feldman
began to dominate, answering almost every question that the moderator posed and often talking
much longer than any other panelist. When she talked about the fact
that she was a Hillary Clinton sup-

FEATURES

porter, one woman in the audience
began clapping enthusiastically.
This same audience member
became very aggravated in the
open discussion session when Aarons said that she felt that Clinton
ran a terrible campaign earlier this
year and deserved to lose.
“You’re an awful person,” she
retorted, causing an eruption of
laughter in the room.
Ignoring the comment, Aarons
went on to express support for the
view that Sarah Palin is not qualified to be president and explained
that she refuses to write about Palin
from a woman’s perspective.
“I think that me writing about
her gives her too much credence
as a viable candidate,” Aarons remarked. The audience member
then replied that Sarah Palin was
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BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CUNY students will be facing
tuition increases and more departmental budget cuts in the coming
year as a result of the economic
crisis.
On Oct. 28 Baruch College
President Kathleen Waldron sent
an e-mail to all students, making a
comment on the economy and the
effects it will have on the college.
In the e-mail, she tried to show the
positive side and strayed from playing on the negative.
“We know how to control expenses without doing too much
harm to Baruch College and our
core academic mission,” said President Waldron in her e-mail. “We are
not going to give up the improvements and progress we’ve made
over the last ten years.”
While her e-mail focused on
reassuring students that her key
priority would be “maintaining our
academic excellence and protecting our services to students,” in the
past weeks all departments have
had their budgets cut in half.
“Given the state budget shortfall and the state of the economy,
CUNY senior colleges were asked
to reduce their budgets by $68 million,” said Ben Corpus, vice president for student affairs and enrollment management. “In student
affairs, we needed to modify eight
departmental budgets in order to
meet the state edict.”
At first, it affected the journalism
department, which had a freeze put
on the purchasing of new cameras
for two courses. Now, it will affect
every section of the college and
CUNY overall.
“This is going to make us start
to limp at a certain point,” said professor Terry Berkowitz, the chair of
fine and performing arts.
Budget cuts translates into fewer supplies, technology and faculty.
All departments will feel the loss,
especially those that need certain
resources to give students hands on
training and experience. “Anything
we need to buy for the faculty and
classroom,” said Berkowitz.
A major concern for Berkowitz is the loss of faculty. As of right
now, there is a freeze on the hiring
of sub-line professors, instructors
that are hired instead of adjuncts,
who are paid to be present in the
college more often and be more
involved in the classroom environment. According to Berkowitz there
will also be fewer faculty hires during this time.
This could possibly cause a major problem considering that enrollment rates increase during hard
economic times.
Another problem that will arise
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Talking Kiosk serves as guide

BY MEGAN LAW
COMPILED BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

MONDAY 11/10
The Baruch Performing Arts
Center presents, as part of the MCC
Play Lab Series, “The Jesus Year” by
Brooke Berman in the Engelman
Recital Hall, VC at 7 p.m.

TUESDAY 11/11
The Globus Lecture Series of
the Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences and the political science
department present “Why Obama
Won: A Pollster’s View.” It will take
place in Mulitpurpose Room VC
1-107 from 8 - 10 p.m.
The School of Public Affairs
will host a Graduate Programs
Open House for those interested
in graduate degrees for careers in
nonprofit management, health
policy, government or education. It
will take place from 6 - 7:30 p.m. in
Room 750 of the Newman Library
Building.
As part of the Silberman Concert
Series, the Baruch Performing Arts
Center presents “Cocktails and
Skyscrapers: The Manhattan Music of George Gershwin and Dana
Suesse.” The event is free and takes
place in the Engelman Recital Hall,
VC at 7:45 p.m.

THURSDAY 11/13
The Brown Bag Lunch Series
hosted by the Baruch College Honors Program presents professor
Chester Zarnoch on, “Using Environmental Physiology to Understand Shellfish Population Dynamics.” It takes place from 1 - 2 p.m. in
Room 903 of the 23rd St. Building.

The Talking Kiosk, a device
aimed to aid the visually impaired
was unveiled in the Whitehall Ferry
Terminal in lower Manhattan. The
kiosk is the second of its kind and
Karen Gourney, head of Baruch’s
Computer Center for Visually Impaired People, was instrumental in
its development.
Gourney described the Talking
Kiosk as “basically a talking tactile
map with some buttons that give
the user access to various menus
that allow him or her to glean particular types of information. The
user explores a map with his hands,
and when he presses a particular
point, the system speaks and announces what has been touched.
Information is also available in
large print, to accommodate people with low vision.”
The features that the kiosk offers
would be beneficial to the visually
impaired for many reasons. “It describes how to find various points
within the facility where it’s located, […] it can point people to ticket
counters, restrooms, shops, whatever the major amenities are within
any given facility,” says Gourney.
According to Gourney, the kiosk is useful because the descriptions make it easy for visually impaired people to navigate a space.
“[The descriptions] are crafted in
such a way that they are easily understandable to the person who
doesn’t necessarily use vision as
the primary source of information
when traveling.”
Gourney explained that it was
“originally conceived as a system to
assist with way-finding in transit fa-

cilities. The original funding was in
the form of a grant from Project ACTION, a federally-funded organization with the mandate of working to
improve access to public transit for
individuals with disabilities.”
The first prototype of the Kiosk was installed in Penn Station’s
Long Island Rail Road terminal in
1996. According to Gourney, it was
assessed by a group of individual
users who arrived at the terminal
and used it to find particular destinations. “Their success at finding
these were recorded, as well as the
time they spend using the kiosk
and their self reports of their experiences. Suggestions were incorporated into later versions, but to
a person, they expressed the hope
that such kiosks would soon make
their appearance in other large service facilities whether for transit,
shopping or other needs.”
Additionally, individuals without visual impairment can use the
kiosk. Gourney said, “The concept
of inclusive design was important
to us. We wanted this to be useful to
people with no vision, low vision or
‘normal’ vision.”
The average cost of a Talking Kiosk is $20,000. Although the kiosk
is not available at Baruch College,
Gourney believes “they could do a
great deal to enhance people’s ability to navigate efficiently through
the various buildings at the college.” She also expressed interest in
increasing their availability in the
future. She noted, however, that it
would be up to transit facilities and
the administrators of other large
public spaces to make the decision.
At present, a new and updated kiosk will be installed at the LIRR terminal at Penn Station.
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The talking kiosk is located in the Whitehall Ferry Terminal in Lower Manhattan.
The CCVIP has been in existence
since 1975. According to its website,
“The mission of the CCVIP is to increase the freedom, independence
and productivity of people who are
blind or visually impaired through

the power of digital technology. We
accomplish this through training,
applied research, product testing
and development, and community
awareness initiatives.”

Baruch debates the issues

USG BRIEFS
Rezwana Hoque has gone back
and forth with Corpus via e-mail
concerning Helpline. Helpline
will be re-opening in the spring
semester and the office location
will change. In addition, she held
a meeting with faculty on Nov. 4
about improving communication
between students and faculty. According to Hoque, “It would be giving a warm feeling [for Baruch].”
They also discussed the referendum and construction of 17 Lexington building.
USG will be having a conference within the next two weeks in
Florida.
Glenn said that Freakfest was a
success. He is strongly interested
in extending student study library
hours. He sent an e-mail to Arthur
Downing regarding this matter and
they will be having a meeting at
some point next week to discuss.
Carlos Ruiz said the USG Insider, student government’s official
newsletter, is a work in progress.
Ali discussed forming an Event
Evaluation Committee, which will
presumably be open exclusively to
members of USG.
There was a vote and it was determined that Glenn Barelli was selected and voted in for the position
of lower day senator of USG.

ALEX SKURATOVSKY I THE TICKER

Ben Guttman was a member of Team Obama in the 3rd annual Oxford Debate.
BY JESSICA AKSOY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, Oct. 30, the Newman Conference Center was packed with many eager voters
present for the 3rd Annual Oxford Debate sponsored by the Sigma Alpha Delta Honor Society
and the Baruch Political Action Club. During this
afternoon debate, the policies of now PresidentElect Barack Obama and Sen. John McCain were
debated by Baruch students and professors.
The debate consisted of two professional
teams sitting at two tables in the front of the

conference room. Team Obama was composed
of Douglas Lackey, a Baruch philosophy professor, Raymond LaManna, professor of management at the Zicklin School of Business and
Ben Guttmann, vice president of legislative
affairs in the Undergraduate Student Government. Team McCain was larger and included
Vladimir Lackovic, an international student at
Baruch majoring in finance and investments,
Claudiu Cornetti, a senior majoring in finance
and investments, Carlos Ruiz, an international
student at Baruch majoring in public affairs and
David Shulman, an Executive-On-Campus who

mentors students seeking careers on Wall Street.
Similar to the recent televised debates shown
at Baruch, the majority of the audience was proObama. Still, this did not stifle the confidence of
any speaker. Although each debater was given five
minutes to present his argument, the excitement
and interest of the audience allowed for more time.
Lackovic, the first to debate, focused mainly on
economics and wrapped up saying “Sen. McCain will restore the United States back to security and prosperity.” Next, Guttmann tried to
prove time and time again that “John McCain
was wrong, Barack Obama was right” on issues
such as the war in Iraq and oil. Ruiz focused
on McCain’s war strategies and economic policies, saying, “McCain supports free trade agreements.” Lackey said outright that “McCain is too
dangerous to put into office” and primarily focused on abortion and how close the Supreme
Court seems to be to overturning Roe v. Wade, a
subject that seemed to resonate with the mixed
student and professor crowd. Cornetti also focused mainly on McCain’s economic policy,
emphasizing that “McCain will cut taxes to keep
jobs in the United States.”
Many found humor in LaManna’s argument
that Sarah Palin was not ready to be president in
the event McCain should pass away while in
office, and the entire crowd agreed. LaManna
attacked McCain’s vice presidential choice,
saying, “He goes for popularity,” not experience
like Obama. Lastly, Shulman responded to every
point brought up by the Democrats, saying “Shame
on you, Doug Lackey,” for attacking the Republicans for basing their views solely on religion and
not secular arguments, which he said is not true.
Many students attempted to ask questions during the Q-and-A session afterwards, though it
seemed as though the teams were not finished

SEE SPEAKERS PAGE 5
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department
earns new
grant
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Club’s premiere event goes global

BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

As of mid October, the journalism department received a new
grant from the The Harnisch Foundation, enabling them to offer students four annual scholarships, totaling up to $6,000 per student.
The department, recently separated from the English department,
began publicizing the scholarships
in their spring course packet distributed to journalism students,
which also contained information about the The Sidney Harman
Writer-in-Residence Program. Information about the scholarship
and new courses were handed out
in classes, Dollars & Sense meetings and from the department
chair’s office.
According to the press release,
“Every outstanding junior with a
3.0 or higher GPA who has declared
a major within the new department of journalism and the writing
professions is eligible for consideration.”
Journalism students can apply
for the scholarship during their junior year and renew it during their
senior year, if they stay within the
eligibility requirements. The recipients can choose to use the money
in numerous ways. It can cover
their tuition, a summer stipend for
an internship, assistance in technology and possibly funds for travel fees and outside seminars, stated
in the press release.
The new scholarships will be
an expansion of a scholar program
already started by The Harnisch
Foundation that Baruch alumnus
Bill Harnisch originally funded.
This particular scholarship is being imparted by his wife, Ruth Ann
Harnisch, who had an extensive
career in newspapers, television,
radio, magazines and online.
“We are grateful to Ruth Ann
Harnisch for her support of our
students and for recognizing the
importance of journalism and the
writing professions as a field of
study,” said President Kathleen
Waldron in the press release.
According to the information
given to students, The Harnisch
Foundation has given scholarships
to 43 students since 2003.
Professor Geanne Rosenberg,
chair of the journalism department, seemed very happy about
the grant. “This is a great opportunity for our students and a very
nice way to start off our new department of journalism and the
writing professions.”

JOHN LEE I THE TICKER

Solutions across borders hosted their first event on Oct. 30 which featured a panel discussion on global issues.
BY SABRINA SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, Oct. 30, Solutions Across Borders presented their first event since its establishment this semester. “Media and Politics in
the Age of Globalization” featured a panel of
expert speakers covering different topics surrounding media, politics and international affairs.
According to Nastasiya Korolkova, president
of SAB, the organization originated from an interest in international affairs and globalization
as a phenomenon. The discussion session was
a way to inform the student public about the
current presidential election and its influence,
whether it may be pertaining to the community
or across the border.
Korolkova began the event with an introduction of the moderator, professor Roslyn Bernstein of the journalism department. Bernstein
proposed questions to each individual and engaged the featured guests in a discussion that
included personal opinions and comments.

Sitting in front of the small, congregated audience were a cast of experts comprised of Valerie Block, Zyphus Lebrun, and Craig Renaud.
Block is the deputy managing editor of Crain’s
New York and a Baruch alumnus. Lebrun works
with CUNY TV as a host and producer of Study
with the Best. Renaud is a documentary filmmaker whose films include “Discovery Times
Off to War” and “HBO Dope Sick Love.”
The topics up for discussion were race, gender, the youth vote and democracy at home and
abroad, allowing for a broad conversation regarding matters in the political debate as well
as the concerns with America’s international
reputation. The talk of the media’s influence in
all aspects was also a prominent subject for discussion.
“Media is ahead of the social issues and with
Barack Obama the front cover, there can definitely be a better representation and perception
for the African American community,” said Renaud, as a comment to the diversity element associated with the campaign.
“This is time for young people to be a part of

a new movement. In this election, there is a certain amount of increased energy to go out and
place their vote, and that’s important,” said Lebrun in regards to the influence of the campaign
on young voters.
“I think the candidacy has taken a step forward than ever before because women are being
credited for their contributions to the campaign
with Hillary running for the Democratic position
and Palin fighting for the vice president role,”
said Block, commenting on gender issues.
The event came to a close with the vice president of Solutions Across Borders, Clair Lui, who
presented the guests with a token of appreciation for coming to the event and sharing their
professional insights.
“I think this was a great forum for students to
come and hear different opinions about important matters,” said Block.
“Solutions Across Borders is perfect for Baruch College,” said Bernstein. “It would be a pity
for the organization to not begin at a place like
this.”

Bloggers get into heated debate

WANT TO KICK
OFF A CAREER IN
JOURNALISM?
GET STARTED AT THE
TICKER BY WRITING
FOR THE NEWS
SECTION.
COVER NEWS AROUND
THE CAMPUS AS IT
DEVELOPS WHILE
HAVING FUN!
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The journalism department hosted a panel discussion on Oct. 28 to address the impact that blogs had on the presidential election.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
However, since blogs are usually
written from a very subjective point
of view, it is extremely important to
be able to dissect the truth. Haller,
who teaches a course that focuses
on online journalism, asked the
panelists for advice for her journalism students on how to filter
through all the information.
Brice said that it was important
for a person to get different per-

spectives and suggested that they
watch a number of news channels,
citing Fox News, MSNBC and BBC
as examples. “Do not allow the
media to control your thoughts,”
he warned after adding more than
once that the mainstream media
was “very pro-Obama.”
The candidates also advised
against using Wikipedia as an end
source.

Aarons felt that blogs helped
somewhat. “Blogging is actually
out there for people trying to find
some credibility.”
Feldman added that it is a blogger’s public responsibility to try to
correct distortion of the facts.
The department of journalism
felt that the event was very successful. Gabor noted that they worked
very hard and that what they ended

up with was “a very diverse panel.”
“I felt like they were airing very
good ideas that I think is very important to bring to the Baruch
community” said Haller. “One of
the goals of the journalism department is to open up the window on
the Internet and how it is affecting
journalism, and we definitely accomplished something tonight.”
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Speakers spar at
Oxford debate

ALEX SKURATOVSKY I THE TICKER

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
with each other just yet. Eventually,
it all came to an end with the audience casting their votes. The results
amounted to 65 votes for the Democrats and 18 for the Republicans.
After the debate, Lackovic announced, “This may come as a
shock to some of you, but I support
Obama despite debating for McCain.” He explained, “It is important to look at both sides of an issue
to gain perspective,” advising at the
end to join the honor society and
the Political Action Club. Guttmann
said the event “was very exciting.”

However, despite the energy of
the debaters, some students still
had mixed feelings. An unnamed
Baruch student said, “I was disappointed in the debaters for focusing
so much on culture wars and not
much else. We’re in a time of economic hardships and war, yet most
of the debaters felt compelled to
discuss abortion and gay marriage.”
Still, many students and professors
seemed to agree the debate was a
success and a great way to gain insight in politics.

Cuts concern CUNY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
for students is the proposed tuition
increase of about 10 to 15 percent
in either spring or fall of 2009. “Students need to know for financial assistance issues,” said Berkowitz.
According to Berkowitz, the
chairs of departments were advised
to begin telling students about the
possibility of a tuition increase. “We
won’t know until the Albany budget
meeting,” said Berkowitz. The state
legislature meeting is expected to
take place on Nov. 18.
Corpus added that there could
be a further reduction from the
budget, something CUNY would
have to look out for. “There is the
threat of another state budget modification as Gov. Paterson has called
a session on Nov. 18 to discuss the
possibility of another $2 billion cut
from state funds.”
Aside from her e-mail trying to
shed light on the situation and assuring students they are being
looked after, Berkowitz
believes President Waldron is doing everything

in her power to prevent a true crisis
in Baruch. According to Berkowitz, Waldron and Baruch’s staff are

“I think the president
will do her best to make
sure Baruch suffers for
as little as possible.”
-Terry Berkowitz
chair of fine and performing arts
doing everything they can to find
more financial aid and scholarships
to aid students. “I think the president will do her best to make sure
Baruch suffers for as little as possible.” Corpus seemed to agree with
Berkowitz. “CUNY is managing
this well, as is Baruch
thus far.”

BLOGS.TIMESUNION.COM

Union protests hikes
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
to make up for the 12.5 billion deficit that is estimated for 2009-2010.
According to their website, “The
Professional Staff Congress is the
union that represents more than
20,000 faculty and staff at the City
University of New York. It is dedicated to advancing the professional

lives of its members, enhancing
their terms and conditions of employment, and maintaining the
strength of the nation’s largest, oldest and most visible urban public
university.”
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Opinion
EDITORIALS

Did you know...
According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, former Gov. Eliot Spitzer will not face criminal charges
in connection with the international prostitution ring. Tell us what you think at opinions@
theticker.org.

POLITICAL CARTOON

A NEWSPAPER’S
EVOLVING LOOK
The political scene isn’t the only thing changing. The Ticker is undergoing some modifications after realizing we could
do a few things better.
The Ticker, like any entity, understands the need for improvement and change. Being the only news source on campus would allow them to become complacent and stagnant.
This year though, your student activity fees have been put
to good use as we introduced multimedia and a second online issue for your enjoyment. Further improvements can be
made though.
Our print paper has been using the same style for a while
with minor changes being introduced occasionally. The Ticker’s staff attended a convention in Kansas City, Mo. and we
realized that we could do much more for the Baruch community.
If you noticed the back page of this issue, then you will see
something similar to what The Daily News does. Every college
has a solid, school spirit grounding based around their athletics program. Even though Baruch is a Division III school,
we have much to be proud of. Our athletic teams played a
pivotal role in capturing the CUNYAC Commissioner’s Cup
multiple times within the past three years. Both men’s and
women’s basketball programs made it to the NCAA Division
III Championships. The average student knows nothing regarding our teams’ accomplishments each season. In an effort to provide a building block for school unity, The Ticker
will be expanding sports coverage.
The other major change introduced is an expanded opinions section. You will see each week a section for letters.
These letters can be up to 250 words and they allow Baruch
students the opportunity to say what is on their mind without
having to go into great detail. The option always remains for
in-depth opinion pieces, but many students may not have the
time to do those.
Remember, The Ticker is always here serving you as your
only news source and check on administration and faculty.
We encourage you to write responses and letters each week
regarding printed articles. Be sure to read us each week. After
all, your student activity fees support each issue you pick up.

A HAND FOR THE
HOMELESS
As the weather gets colder and the economy remains in a
rut, it is easy to look past the people who suffer more than we
do during these trying times, namely New York’s homeless.
The same individuals who sleep in subway cars, park benches
and sidewalks will find it even more difficult to survive. Even
more alarming is that the number of homeless has risen and
will continue to as the economy remains stagnant.
According to the Coalition for the Homeless, the nation’s
oldest advocacy and direct service organization, which
serves homeless men, women and children, 1,464 newly
homeless families entered the New York City shelter system
in September representing a record high. Currently, there
are 35,000 homeless people living in New York City shelters.
All of this comes on the heels of Mayor Bloomberg and the
New York City Council who in June adopted a 2009 fiscal
year budget which would result in more than $3 million in
cutbacks to homeless prevention programs.
Sure, as college students we can ill afford to give away our
money as we will need to pay for the rising cost of books and
tuition. However, that shouldn’t cause us to simply ignore the
problem at hand. There are many ways we can contribute and
make a difference in the lives of the less fortunate. You can
contribute by volunteering at a soup kitchen or delivering
meals to homeless individuals and families. You could also
simply raise awareness by informing yourself and those
around you about this issue.
The information and statistics are out there for those willing
to read. If we, the future generation of this great country, don’t
attempt to produce the “change” that our president elect has
been promoting, a scary reality may soon set in: we too may
be the ones left out in the cold.

STARTRIBUNE.COM

YOUR LETTERS
Vote “yes” for the fee increase
If you were one of the 1,842 students
that already signed the referendum
when we were going around a few weeks
ago, thank you. The final step is to cast
your ballot “yes” online this week.
The student activity fee funds this
very paper, every event by every club,
health care and childcare for those
students who need it, free lawyer
consultations, the great athletic teams
of this school, and many other things
that touch every student at Baruch.
There is no one at this school that can
truthfully say they are not affected by
the student activity fee.
Clubs and organizations on this
campus have been eating from the same
figurative pie since 2003. There is just
not enough money to go around. This
increase would revitalize student life
on this campus and fund more parties,
meetings, and events.
This election is absolutely crucial.
We need everybody’s support if we are
going to succeed this week. When you
open your online ballot, vote “yes” in
favor of the increase.
BEN GUTTMANN, USG VP OF LEGISLATIVE

Request for national change day
It was requested that last Wednesday
be made National Change Day and that
we buy Obama T-shirts to wear. I replied,
“The color of my skin is my T-shirt and
for the first time in my conscious life, I
will wear it with pride and without an
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ounce of shame.”
Last Tuesday, I became five fifths
of a person recognized, voted for
and celebrated by whites, blacks,
Hispanics and Asians across the
nation. I remember growing up reading
that Blacks were only three fifths of a
person. I leafed through every page of
my history books all the way to the end
looking for the sentences that declared
blacks were five fifths and never found
it. I just want to make it known to adults,
students and children everywhere that
we, blacks and every non-white person,
are five fifths of a person today.
As Barack stated during his
presidential
acceptance
speech,
“Tonight is the proof ... Yes we are, yes
we can.”
I witnessed history last Tuesday.
I saw a prophecy come true. Martin
Luther King Jr. had a dream that little
black boys and little white boys would
hold hands and live at peace. Last week,
I saw for the first time a black couple and
a white couple, hug and kiss each other
on stage, on TV and over the Internet in
front of millions. That night, that dream
came true. Ladies and gentlemen, we
said we could and last Tuesday we have.
Let us join forces, let us educate and
let the dialogue toward tolerance and
growth begin.
DANII OLIVER

Inspiring a new generation
As Barack Obama grabbed the
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White House last week, a spectacular
feeling arose. It doesn’t matter if your
candidate lost; the feeling of inspiration
is overwhelming. Being a McCain
supporter, I am disappointed he lost, but
out of all this, I am inspired. Watching
Obama speak last week in Chicago,
policies, politics and partisanship were
not on my mind because the American
dream has proven to be alive.
Obama came from a poor and unusual
childhood, is not fully white and yet
managed to win over Republican states
convincingly. Obama proves to this
country that in the end, determination,
not where you came from, wins. Like
any president elect, Obama has much
to prove to our country, but that will be
determined in due time. For now, every
liberal, conservative, Democrat and
Republican can rejoice and feel inspired
from what Obama has just done.
ZACH KLEI

Letter Policy
The Ticker welcomes correspondence
from all readers. When a submission
is made, please include your name,
graduation year and organization
title if applicable. Letter submissions
should not exceed 250 words. The Ticker
reserves the right to edit submissions
for clarity and length. Submissions
should be sent each by Wednesday 5
p.m. before publication. Submissions
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org.
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Change on the horizon
MANU KUMASI
On Wednesday morning, just
past midnight, news stations all over
America used exit polls to project
the results of the 2008 presidential
election. As Barack Obama was
declared the next U.S. president,
America erupted. Many leaped for
joy, some stared at their screens
in shock, others wept. America, a
good portion of it at least, went into
a stupor.
The U.S., of course, was not the
only country celebrating. From my
post in Oxford, England, the news
was announced as the night sky
slowly showed signs of a new day.
Still drinking in those wee hours
of the morning, the hundred or so
international students squeezed
into one bar to toast to the success
of Obama and to the good showing
by America voters. This was the first
time in what seemed like a long time
that other countries were proud of
an American event. On Wednesday
morning, the world gave itself one
huge high five.
It feels as if America has come so
far in just one night. Yes, America
has been redefined. However, it
has not changed, not in just one
night or even in one campaign
period. American poverty rates
have not changed. Class, race and
social inequalities and struggles
will continue for decades to come.
Our international relations are still
on shaky ground. Many Americans
can do more to become aware of the
ways in which our country affects
the world. (Fortunately at Baruch,
we do not have this problem).
Furthermore, the ability of
our hero, President Elect Obama,
to bring substantial change will
be hampered by the fact that as
president he has only minute
legislative powers and as a nation
we still have to dig ourselves out
of a deep hole created by a series

of wrong decisions. So, where does
that leave him, the fate of his first
term and, more importantly, what
does that imply for us, a nation
of citizens who want to better
ourselves?
Obama clearly cannot do this
job himself. He is but one person
in a country of over 300 million.
Change is not up to him; it is up to
us. With our vote, we said that we
desire better. However, desire is
nothing without action and action
we have yet to take. Work has only
just begun.
Even though Tuesday night was
only the first step in a hundred-step
process, it was a massive one and
for that we deserve to celebrate.
However,
that
celebration
belonged to last week. It has been
had. Now it is time to emerge from
our celebratory stupor, to roll up
our sleeves and to bring about the
change we want.
We must fight for rights and
issues we believe in. We must be
more active in our political process.
We must voice our opinions. We
must organize events that increase
our understanding of the world
around us and the many calls for
help, aid and tolerance. We must
learn about struggles, inequalities,
living standards, philanthropic
endeavors
and
business
opportunities that exist in America.
We must seek out solutions across
borders.
America has voted “making a
difference” and “having hope and
inspiration” as the themes of the
next four years. Let us keep the
ball rolling. Let us seek to be the
great nation that the world knows
us to be. Let us continue to make
progress and to arrive at decisions
that are backed by a collection of
educated opinions.
Let us get to work.
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PANEL DISCUSSION:
WOMEN IN MANAGEMENT

NOVEMBER 10, 2008

Stock market fun fact:
The first listed company on the NYSE was the Bank of New York.

Finding your career match

BY GISELLE TAVAREZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY HOLLY TSANG
STAFF WRITER

Women of all races face similar
struggles in the corporate world
whether their struggles relate to
sexism, salary differences between
coworkers of the opposite sex or
sexual harassment. Other women
struggle with issues like balancing
their work and their family lives.
Women need to juggle many different roles in order to be effective managers. Having several corporate executives come into our
management class to share some
of their experiences with us helped
describe how to create the right
business environment, how to be a
leader and how networking plays a
major role in one’s career.
For example, Susan Burns, vice
president of Radian Asset Assurance Accounting Operations, informed us that her major struggle
in the accounting world when she
first began her career was with sexism. Burns does, however, believe
that things have changed in the
corporate world and that accepting
women and seeing no differences
between males and females when
salaries are concerned is a huge
improvement. She stated, “When
I first began the men would look
at me differently.” Burns believes
that her greatest accomplishment
was raising five kids while still
maintaining her success as a career
woman.
Arlene Newman, director of human resources of Leading Hotels of
the World, believes that sexism has
never been an issue in her field.
Newman had trouble adapting to
different positions she had to fill.
She had to learn the ins and outs of
a whole industry while simultaneously getting accustomed to different environments in the workplace.
She has worked through several
different careers all in customer
service, which she mentions have
never given her any trouble in regards to sexism or racism. She also
urged students to learn from different sources about different industries and to find an internship.
Robin Pernice, an executive at
JP Morgan, explained the difficulties she faced in her attempt to balance both her personal and business life. She stressed the fact that
women should network and help
each other out. As a member of the
Women’s Network and a volunteer
with outside organizations, Pernice
believes it is very important to get
involved and help others.
Lara Kisielewska, founder of
Optimum Design and Consulting,
thought that her biggest challenge
was surviving 9/11 when she first
began her business. The event was
a major tragedy that led to several
economic issues for Kisielewska.
She lost many customers and as
a result had to downsize her firm.
Kisielewska values employee satisfaction and acts as a mentor to fellow coworkers.
Each of these female speakers
showed students the importance
of networking and volunteering in
various activities. These women
have all faced different obstacles
ranging from gender discrimination to managing a work/life balance. Women have indeed progressed since the days of the past
giving females all over the United
States the ability to become entrepreneurs and pursue their own
goals. Corporate America is no longer a male-dominated world; it has
quickly become a place that capitalizes on having “the best and the
brightest” regardless of sex.

On Thursday, Oct. 23, the Financial Women’s Association hosted
“Finding the Job You Love” with
Shoya Zichy, a member of the FWA
financial board. Zichy is the author
of “Career Match: Connecting Who
You Are With What You’ll Love To
Do.” Mentors and mentees from
the FWA attended the event.
“Career Match” introduced the
Color Q™ Personality Test, which is
based on Carl Gustav Jung’s work.
The test has three sections, each
with two columns. Each participant
chooses particular statements that
best describe their values and then
the responses they select determine what “color” they are. There
are four different color categories:
gold, blue, green and red.
The gold group is the largest
group, making up 46 percent of the
population. People in this group
value structure, rules and traditions and learn best when material
is presented in steps. Lists are often
used to effectively manage tasks
and time. Gold group members
separate business from pleasure
and make time for recreational activities only after all their work has
been completed. Zichy estimated
that 90 percent of accountants and
dentists fall into the gold category
and verified that “their mantra
would be: If I could do all of tomorrow’s work today, the last day of my
life would be totally free.”
The blue group, the smallest,
only represents 10 percent of the
population. Born to be the change
agents of society, these people
thrive in an environment filled with
critique and confrontation. They
dislike sentimentality and lack logic. Feeling as though they can gain
knowledge, blue members often go
back to school for higher education. This group is future-oriented
and anticipates necessary changes
and steps that have to be taken to
ensure success. Blues are highly
represented in professions including money managers, lawyers, university professors and journalists.

MING LING I THE TICKER

Baruch student Mentees and their FWA mentors during a presentation given by Shoya Zichy.
The green group makes up 17
percent of the population. These individuals are constantly searching
for the best in people and almost
effortlessly motivate others. They
dislike conflict and lack authenticity. They possess excellent written
and verbal communication skills.
Television anchors, graphic artists,
marketing, public relations and human resources are some of the professions and industries represented
by green personalities. Zichy stated
that President Elect Barack Obama
is green, commenting that, “This
is the first time, by the way, in history that we’ve had a green person
running for president because typically they don’t like the conflict of
politics.”
The red group represents 27
percent of the population. These
reds are spontaneous; do not make
many long-term plans and choose
to focus solely on what is going on
presently in their lives. They are

great negotiators and high risktakers. Reds often work in politics,
Hollywood, professional sports
and occupations including entrepreneurial and emergency work.
They dislike excessive structure and
regulations and prefer to work for
themselves or in units where they
have plenty of independence.
In addition to each primary color, every person also has a backup
color. The backup color is determined by reviewing answers from
the original personality test. Zichy
said that an individual possess
about 40 percent of the characteristics inherent in their backup color.
The Color Q Test also describes
particular work culture personalities that individuals desire in their
own ideal workplaces. If more
statements are selected from the
left column, it indicates that the
individual has an IBM personality. In this kind of company, there
is a clear hierarchy and employees

know exactly what is expected of
them. This type of person keeps
work relationships strictly professional.
Selecting more statements from
the right column reveals the type
of person who desires to work for
Google. A company with personality has a flat hierarchy where employees come to work and redefine
their jobs everyday. They view their
colleagues as extended family.
Zichy also encouraged students
to make sure that their preferred
work culture personality matched
their own personality. Zichy ended stating that it is “Really, really
important for your happiness and
your long term success. If you don’t
fit, you’re not going to succeed.
They’re not going to promote you
as fast.”

Business events on campus

JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

EMMANUEL ONYENYILI I THE TICKER

Ogilvy & Mather, a preeminent international advertising, marketing and public relations agency based in New York City was on campus on Thursday Oct. 30th to give a
presentation for their full-time associates program opportunities and summer internship program opportunities.

On Oct. 28th, the Mitsui Lunch Forum hosted Jeffrey C. Sprecher, founder of the Intercontinental Exchange. Sprecher elaborated on his company’s proposal for a $55
trillion credit default swap market.
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Breaking the bank at Baruch
BY SHAWNIQUICA HENRY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch students are so
overwhelmed with academics,
work and extracurricular
activities that sometimes a
home-cooked or just a prepared
meal is not always readily
available.
Or there are just those days
when the morning drag to class
calls for coffee or when you wake
up late and there is not enough
time to make breakfast or lunch.
Whatever your reason
may be, spending money
on food, transportation and
entertainment in New York City,
especially as a college student, is
costly and adds up at the end of
the week.
But could the average college
student survive on $5 per day to
try to cut these costs? I recorded
my weekly consumption costs to
assess how much I really spend
on daily necessities.

The conclusion?
Most of my weekly consumption costs included transportation and food, a total of $107.23.
I use 17 train rides weekly. If I pay
$2 for each ride then I spend a total of $34 per week on train rides,
which is equivalent to $136 per
month.
If I buy a 30-day unlimited
metro card, which costs $81, each
ride will cost approximately $1.19.
My daily transportation cost will
be reduced to $3.57. That is 40.5
percent less than what I would
spend if I pay $2 for each ride. In
addition, with an unlimited metro
card I can get many more rides.
If you only travel twice per day
five days a week, then at $2 per ride,
you will pay $20 a week, which is
$80 a month. But if you buy a $40
MetroCard for the first two weeks,
you will get a $6 bonus which
will pay for the first three days
in week three. For the remaining
two days, you can buy a $7 MetroCard which offers four rides and a
$1.05 bonus. For the fourth

week, you can buy a $20 MetroCard with a$3 bonus. Your total
cost for that month would then be
$67, along with $4.05 remaining
on your MetroCard for the next
month. You would’ve spent $3.30
per day.
The amount of money I spend
on lunch depends on what I am
in the mood for. Pizza shops
near Baruch sell a slice for $2 but
other stores may charge $2.75.
Gramercy Eatery offers a student
special including a free can of
soda or water if you buy two slices
and a free iced coffee with a purchase of $5 or more.
Or you can go to Two Bros Pizza Plus, between 17th and 18th
St. and Sixth Avenue, where slices
of pizza and soda costs $1 each.
Generally, meals in the Baruch
cafeteria cost less than $5.
So, can my consumption
costs be within $5 a day? No way.
Transportation costs alone will
be $3.57 daily and lunch costs are
generally $2 or more.
In addition to tuition and fees,
college students spend most of
their money on books, supplies,
clothing, phone bills, food, transportation and entertainment.
That does not include costs for
living on your own.
With rising prices, stagnant
wages and a shortage in jobs,
paying for all of these necessities
may be difficult. Take advantage
of special student offers in and
around Baruch and find other
ways to reduce spending.

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In the
late 19th
centur y,
French
writer
Marcel
Proust
NANCY YOUSEF
popularized
the
English professor
pastime of
answering several questions
that were meant to reveal the
preferences of the person.
This issue’s interviewee is
Professor Nancy Yousef of the
english department.
What is your current state of
mind? Serene elation. It’s the
morning after the election.
Who are your favorite authors? Too many to name. I’m
an english professor after all.
Some unforgettable books:
War and Peace, Middlemarch,
The Iliad, Clarissa.
What is your most obvious
characteristic? Most folks
would say it’s the hair. It is
kind of hard to miss.
What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Chastity.
What is your motto?
Kindness, kindness and more
kindness still.
ILLUSTRATED BY LEAH ARONOVA I THE TICKER
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Science

Recent findings suggest:
Contrary to popular belief, vitamins B-6, B-9 and B-12 do
not affect a women’s likelihood of getting cancer.

Introducing Apple’s new line
BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A few weeks ago, Apple Inc.
held a press conference that put
the spotlight on their revolutionary new line of notebooks. Apple
introduced a new generation of
MacBooks and MacBook Pros, a
line of consumer and professional
portable computers now on sale.
Right off the bat, one can see the
most apparent changes in the exterior design. Sporting a silver aluminum finish, black keyboard, a state
of the art multi-touch glass trackpad and an LED backlit screen,
these computers are bound to turn
heads everywhere.
The new “unibody” aluminum
design brings much more to the
table than just a gorgeous look. The
main framework of the computer
has been carved out of a solid block
of aluminum to provide one of the
most durable computers ever introduced to the public. Weighing
a mere 4.5 pounds for the 13-inch
MacBook and 5.5 pounds for the
15-inch MacBook Pro, these computers are even lighter than their
predecessors.
Both computers use an LED

backlit screen that provides a more
vibrant image in addition to prolonging battery life, not to mention that they are also much more
environmentally friendly than the
fluorescent bulbs used in the past.
Their CPUs are both Core 2 Duo
“Penryn” processors that range
from 2.0 GHz to 2.8 GHz and use a
unique chip architecture that gives
these computers more power while
using less energy. Both new models
offer NVIDIA’s new integrated chipsets, which allow even the most basic MacBook to play games and efficiently edit photos and videos.
Their glass trackpads also introduce multi-touch gestures never
before seen on these devices, such
as two-finger scrolling and clicking,
pinching and squeezing gestures
for zooming, three-finger “swiping,” which allows a user to mimic
forward and back functions in Safari and Finder, and brand new fourfinger gestures, which allow users
to quickly access their desktop and
use Exposé.
The new aluminum MacBooks
come in $1,299 and $1,599 configurations with Custom To Order
options online. In addition to faster components and a bigger hard

drive, the $1,599 model also comes
with a backlit keyboard. The educational discounts for these models
are $50 and $100 respectively.
The MacBook’s more powerful
sibling, The MacBook Pro, offers
a bigger screen, faster processor,
access to FireWire and a more advanced video card. MacBook pros
start at $1,999 and are also eligible
for educational discounts.
Also introduced was an upgraded, more affordable version of their
classic White MacBook. Holding
steady at a 2.1 GHz processor and 1
GB of RAM, the baseline computer
was upgraded with a SuperDrive
which allows the burning of DVDs
and not just CDs, as it was before.
The educational discount on this
model is $50 off and also comes
with the option of a $100 printer
rebate. The 17-inch MacBook Pro is
said to be due for an upgrade sometime next year. Both models come
with Apple’s newest operating system, Mac OS X Leopard, which has
over 300 new features.
Educational discounts can be
applied through CUNY mall or at
an Apple retail store with a valid
student ID and government issued
ID.

LIKECOOL.COM

New hope for stem cell research
BY MEHRAN GHAFFARSAMAR
STAFF WRITER

With President elect Obama’s pro-stem
cell research policies now only a handful of
weeks away from implementation, a reinvigorated look at what stem cell research is really about is in order. The following interview
should shed some light on a science that has
been flying under the radar as a result of former political climates.
Dr. Seymour Schulman is a prominent figure in Baruch’s science department and has a
Ph.D. in developmental biology. He has been
with Baruch since 1987, making this his 22nd
year here. He attended City College for his
undergraduate degree, received his Master’s
degree and Ph.D. from New York University,
and later did a post-doctoral fellowship at
NYU Medical School.
What drew you to the sciences?
Dr. Schulman: I think it has to with the fact
that you have to really look at what a scientist does to problem solve; you see a problem
and you have figure out how to solve that
problem and the way you solve it is through
experimentation, so I think that’s really what
drew me in.
What is stem cell research, in a nutshell?
There’s no such thing as a nutshell when it
comes to stem cell research because I can tell
you way back when I was a graduate student
I did a paper in a hematology course on what
was called “colony stimulating factor.”
Colony stimulating factor was at that point
thought of as a protein, which caused cells to
become specific blood cells in the bone marrow. All blood cells come from stem cells in
the blood marrow and they had absolutely
no idea that they were dealing with stem cells
in those days. As a matter of fact, the people
who originated this research have been given
all sorts of awards now for stem cell research
because they really started doing the basic
work in terms of seeing how one cell differentiates into a whole bunch of different types
of cells
So it’s almost as if stem cell research
started off as an inadvertent discovery?
Yes and no. I can also tell you that when I
was taking developmental biology as a graduate student, we spoke about certain topics
in a very philosophical way and I must say,

a lot of the public debate about stem cells is
philosophical.
No one was doing the research because no
one had the technology in those days to do
the research. So you could talk about things
and kind of guess what the answers would be
but nothing really happened in terms of stem
cell research until the ’90s when two papers
were published that showed there were specific kinds of cells that had the capability of
becoming anything or any type of specific
cell. So that was really the beginning of stem
cell research.
And that was done at Johns Hopkins University and the University of Wisconsin. The
Hopkins work was done basically with fetuses; they took cells out of fetuses and saw
that these cells had the capability of doing
anything, and the University of Wisconsin research was done with very early embryos.
If you dissect the debate that went on for
the last 10 years about stem cell research,
that’s really what the debate was all about:
should one use these embryonic stem cells?
Kind of interestingly, no one ever really talks
about can we take cells from fetuses because
I think a lot of people feel that’s crossing the
line a little bit.
But the original research was done taking cells from fetuses. So you go back to the
embryonic stem cells and you see the cell can
become anything you want and all of a sudden everybody said, “gee, this will open up a
whole new field of biology called regenerative medicine or biology, where if you need
a new liver or a new kidney, you take these
cells and start producing new organs and
new cells and that’s where it all started.”
So can non-embryonic stem cells hold
as much promise as the embryonic kind?
I can tell you I gave seminars at Baruch
College in this department eight, nine years
ago where I specifically said umbilical cord
are terrific sources for stem cells. Another
place would be adult stem cells, specifically
the bone marrow. Those cells have been
shown to be able to do all sorts of things.
In a cell’s development there is a progression, and along the progression, a cell’s abilities become more and more narrow. You have
an ectoderm, mesoderm and endoderm and
the feeling was that once a cell became an ectodermal cell, its future was limited.
The idea was that these cells were limited

in their capacity to change. So if I took stem
cells from my bone marrow, you’d say that
they should be limited in the sense that they
were basically bone marrow [mesodermic]
cells. But guess what happened? When they
took bone marrow cells, they found out that
those bone marrow cells could give you cells
that would become organs that were ectodermal in origin or endodermal in origin.
So this whole concept that we’ve been
teaching for years that cells become limited
isn’t really true. I kind of figured this out
when I was teaching developmental biology
many years ago and it all had to do with one
very, very important experiment that kind of
led me to change the way I thought.
And that was Dolly the cloned sheep. With
Dolly, they took a skin cell and put its nucleus
in an egg cell and they did a few things and
boom, you have a clone. Now when that happened, it became obvious to me that this differentiated cell had the capacity to become
anything it wanted.
That’s why I kind of changed the way I
thought in terms of my education because
adult stem cells now also had a tremendous
ability to become anything. But my real hope
— and this is where I kind of blew a lot of
people away when I talked about this eight,
nine years ago — was not that I wanted any
of this to happen. My real hope was that I’d
be able to take a skin cell and change it into a
stem cell directly.

Could a major breakthrough in stem
cell research happen soon?
There are people with spinal cord injuries
and what they’ve been doing with those people is taking out their nasal stem cells. Guess
what? After a while, nasal stem cells go out
of business so you’ve got to get new cells in
there to produce new smell cells.
What they’ve been doing in Portugal,
they’ve been removing these stem smell cells
and injecting them into spinal injury patients.
I’m not saying they’ve been getting super
results but people have been able to start
moving their legs a little and they’ve been
able to start feeling something. Still, there
is a possibility in the future that people will
be able to get more use of their limbs using
these sorts of cells.
But there’s a huge gap sometimes between
major discoveries and it actually coming to
your local doctor or hospital.
It takes a while sometimes and one of the
reasons why is the Food and Drug Administration. There’s a company now that is looking to use the stem cell rich contents of a
woman’s menstrual flow for their research.
I have seven grandchildren now, six of
whom have their umbilical stem cells frozen
away somewhere. I personally believe it’s
one of the best life insurance policies you can
have.

STEM CELL FAQ
Stem cells
Stem cells are different from other cells
because they can continue to divide for
long periods of time, they are unspecialized and they can give rise to specialized
cells such as muscle, nerve and skin cells.
Embryonic stem cells
Embryonic stem cells are the cells
within the protective layer of the blastocyst. They are pluripotent, which means
they can develop into any of the cells of
the adult body. Researchers believe that,
because they are pluripotent, and easy to

grow, they have the best potential for replacing damaged or lost tissue or body
parts.
Adult stem cells
Also known as progenitor cells or somatic stem cells, adult stem cells are located in small quantities throughout the
body and generate specialized cells for the
area they inhabit. These cells do not renew
themselves as well as embryonic stem
cells. Still, if these cells are put in a different environment, they may produce a different type of cell from the original cell.
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New branch of
DNA thaws out
lead researchers to create an entirely new lineage branch within
the human DNA tree.
Most Europeans generally beOver 5,000 years ago, a man long to the K haplogroup or grouping by similar chromosomes, which
climbed up to the bone-chilling
means that all Europeans
heights of the Schnalstal glashare a common macier near the town of Hausternal ancestor. That
labjoch, on the border
haplogroup is
between Austria and
then further diItaly. He was found
vided into two
accidently in 1991,
FORENSICNEWS.BLOGSPOST.COM
known specific
protruding from the
mutations, K1 and
glacier, half frozen with
his clothing, equipment and most K2. Before 2006, K1 had just three
branches of lineages, but with the
importantly, DNA intact.
Seven years later, the Tyrolean addition of Otzi’s mitochondrial
Iceman, or “Otzi” as researchers call DNA, a fourth branch to K1 has
him, has “yielded the oldest com- been added.
Scientists infer, because this
plete human mitochondrial DNA
sequence generated to date” said DNA is not found in any modern
molecular biologist Franco Rollo of European or any other modern huthe University of Camerino, Italy in man, that it is either extremely rare
or extinct. This huge genetic differScienceNews magazine.
Scientists estimate that Otzi was ence of Otzi’s DNA with modern
approximately 46 years old when Europeans is what is most intriguhe was killed atop the glacier, hav- ing to scientists. Over 5,000 years
ing been attacked by an arrow and for genetic change is not a long
period of time, but with these new
a mace.
What baffled scientists further findings, researchers are going to
was the significant genetic differ- have to re-evaluate how fast transence between modern Europeans formation, mutation and evolution
and Otzi, the prehistoric human. actually take place within our DNA
Otzi’s DNA sequence has actually sequence.

BY ALEX KUSHNEROV

STAFF WRITER

Bold and beautiful
BY YAN DAVYDOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Research In Motion, more commonly known as RIM, has been
flirting with their loyal customers
for quite some time using one of
their latest gadgets, the Blackberry
Bold. Finally, Blackberry lovers can
own one, provided they subscribe
to AT&T and possibly T-Mobile in
the future, for $299 with a contract.
The Bold boasts an improved
web browser, a powerful battery
that can really handle all that a
Blackberry has to offer and a crisp,
modern-looking user interface.
Firmware upgrades, along with a
powerful 624 MHz CPU, make this
one of the fastest Blackberry’s as
well.
Although tweaks and add-ons
have been made to the firmware
and applications that Blackberries
are so well known for, the Bold is essentially an aesthetically revamped
Blackberry model. However it introduces major upgrades in design

for a Blackberry.
It features a sleek, black design
with a chrome trim, similar to that
of an iPhone. The famous Blackberry full QWERTY keyboard remains,
as does the equally famous Blackberry track ball.
Most impressively, the screen
and display have been truly overhauled. According to the popular
gadget review site, boygeniusreport.
com, the Bold “is the most vibrant,
color-rich, sharp screen we’ve ever
seen on a mobile device.”
For any Blackberry user, the
Bold will be an easy and welcome
adjustment to make. For newcomers, it is certainly a phone worth
looking into. At $299 with all that
it offers, the Blackberry Bold is a
decent and competitively priced
phone.
For an even more elaborate
phone, look out for RIM’s Blackberry Storm, their first touch screen
Blackberry, due to launch on Nov.
14.

BKSKYLINE.BLOGSPOT.COM
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Brand Spankin’ New Music
nOf Montreal’s new
album is a blend of
Bowie’s “Labyrinth”
and an acid trip
BY SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU
COPY EDITOR

Looking for something outlandish, freakish, slightly intriguing
and filled with drama? Welcome to
Kevin Barnes’ world, creator of the

pop-indie group Of Montreal.
In Of Montreal’s latest album,
“Skeletal Lamping,” the sextet pours
waves of melodies, harmonies and
disco sounds making an elaborate
15-track journey somewhere in
between Bowie‘s “Labyrinth” and
an acid trip. Whispers along with
chimes and ambiguous sounding
voices create a Freudian dreamstate that explores themes of sex,
nostalgia and emotion.
Although the album’s tracks are
numbered, the songs seem to flow
seamlessly as one never-ending
movement. The tunes complement one another and still follow the same vein from last
year’s album “Hissing Fauna,
Are You the Destroyer?,” with
some new surprising choruses
like “you’re the only one with
whom I’d role-play Oedipus
Rex.”
Kevin Barnes’ experimental twists and turns ruthlessly
jerk listeners around making this album perfect for
those of us who have ADD,

or an affinity for music that is ridiculously random and complex. The
album, despite clocking in at less
than an hour, is jampacked from
start to finish with squeaky guitar
riffs, drums, piano, cellos, uncanny
expressions and various horns.
For a truly mind-altering album
that is defiantly larger than life,
don’t hesitate to pick this up, but
beware you might walk away feeling slightly confused and unable to
describe your experience.

BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORESPONDANT

Recommended Tracks:
Nonpareil of Favor,
An Eluardian Instance,
Plastis Wafers,
Gallery Piece,
Women’s Studies Victims,
Beware Our Nubile Miscreants

AMAZON.CO
M

RENEGADEBODYWORK.BLOGSPOT.COM

BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Rise Against is the kind of band
that uses their medium as a soapbox. While widening appeal seems
like a primary goal for the musician/activist, it appears to have
muddled the message.
In 2002, the Chicago-based
quintet began to turn heads with
the release of their second album,
“Revolutions per Minute.” Over the
next six years, the band barreled
through five line-up changes, over
1,000 shows and three full-length
albums. In 2004, they reached No.
136 on the Billboard 200 chart. By
2006, they reached No. 10 and on
Oct. 7, their fifth album, “Appeal to
Reason,” peaked at No. 3.
While the lyrics and surprisingly
melodic vocals of frontman Tim
McIlrath are easily his most impressive work, the album doesn’t fully

mirror his development.
The album is composed of 14 tracks; most of
them measuring up to the
band’s previous work.
Their second attempt at
an acoustic track takes a
folk-rock approach with
lyrics based on stories
gathered during a trip to
a U.S. base in Iraq.
Nevertheless, the movement toward a lighter, more poppy sound
on “Appeal” is sure to bother longtime fans. The cause of the alteration is in the work of lead guitarist
Zach Blair, who joined with the
band in early 2007. By sacrificing the gritty riffs featured on past
records, a sound once compared
to Bad Religion and Anti-Flag, it
is starting to resemble bands like
the Goo Goo Dolls and Third Eye
Blind.
Their quandary is captured
deftly by lyrics from the song Entertainment: “we learned to sing
and dance and cry on cue / but this
is more than entertainment / in a
world so sick with pain / this is the
only thing that’s real or true.”

POLISHCULTURE-NYC.ORG

Tovah Feldshuh as Irena
in “Irena’s Vow”

Exhibition of the Week

PUNKMUSIC.ABOUT.COM

n Prophets
of an Apocryphal
Apocalypse

Today, Manhattan Class
Company will present “The Jesus
Year” by Brooke Berman at 7 p.m.
When you turn 33 (the same age
Jesus was when he, as Max puts
it, “Did all his stuff ”), you find
your mission, you get nailed to
a cross, you die and then you get
reborn. And that’s exactly what
Max is looking to do in L.A. Their
paths cross, overlap and finally
converge in an explosive confrontation. This event is free.
On Nov. 11 at 7:45 p.m., the
Silberman Concert Series will
present Sara Davis Buechner in
“Cocktails and Skyscrapers: The
Manhattan Music of George Gershwin and Dana Suesse.” This
event is free. Seating is limited,
so stop by the box office for tickets soon.
On Thursday, Nov. 13 at 1
p.m. and 7 p.m., the Movie Makers Club will premiere “Coffee
Shop,” which tells the story of
three friends with different life
views. The characters Raj, John
and Justin are vastly different,
but have a strong bond of friendship. Raj is a player who doesn’t
believe in love. John is a romantic as long as “she” is attractive.
Justin is a serious artist, dedicated to his work. At its heart, “Coffee Shop” is a remarkable story of
friendship, love and the beauty of
stumbling into hope, even in the
most desperate moments. Written and directed by Rohit Gaur,
a Baruch college senior and film
major. “Coffee Shop” was filmed
by students of the Movie Makers Club. This event is free for
Baruch ID holders, but general

admission is only $7.
“Irena’s Vow,” featuring Tovah
Feldshuh extends showtimes at
BPAC from Nov. 8-25. It is a riveting, life affirming tale about
one of the most courageous and
unsung heroines of World War II.
During the German occupation
of Poland, Irena Gut Opdyke, a
Polish Catholic, was forced to
work as head housekeeper for a
very prominent German major.
Over a two-year period of service, Irena would risk her own
life in order to save the lives of
12 Jewish refugees whom she secretly took under her care. Tickets range in price from $39.50 to
$85.
For information on tickets,
showtimes and other information regarding any of the events
mentioned in this article, please
stop by the BPAC Box Office (NVC
- first floor), call 646-312-4085, or
visit baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

New works completed since
2004 by Cindy Sherman are on display at Metro Pictures in Chelsea.
Known for her self-portraits, Sherman is a constant chameleon. Every photograph is a performance as
she transforms into various characters in front of the lens. This recipient of the MacArthur Fellowship,
also known as “genius award,“ stays
true to her passion for the blend of
performance and photography and
continues to investigate the ideas of
beauty, self-image and aging.

AMAZON.COM

By proving the first line to be
true, the remaining begin to strike
someone spuriously.

Cindy Sherman
Metro Pictures
519 W. 24th Street

Recommended Tracks:
Collapse (Post-Amerika)
Hero of War
Savior

Friday, November 14
6-8 p.m.
JOSEPHKLEVENEFINEARTLTD.COM

Cindy Sherman’s “Untitled (As Marilyn
Monroe)“ (1982)
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Lifestyles

Jamba Juice full of fruit and fibs
BY ALYSSA TROPEA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When living in today’s “on-thego” society, it’s understandable
that when we’re faced with a
choice in the morning, a quick cup
of coffee, tea or smoothie can be
a fast alternative to a nutritional
breakfast. When Jamba Juice, a
“healthy choice” to an on-the-go
fruit or vegetable smoothie,
was introduced in 1990, it
appeared that we could have
our cake and eat it too.
Previously known as
Juice Club until 1994, the
smoothie restaurant chain
once claimed that their
current
n a m e
comes
f r o m
t h e
African
word,
“Jama,”
which means “to
celebrate.” Therefore,
Jamba Juice’s literal
translation is “to
celebrate juice.” But
what exactly are
we celebrating?
Although it is
THEFEATHER.COM
a quick way to get
your fruit and/
or vegetable intake for the day,
Jamba Juice may be leading you
to overload on calorie and sugar.
Jamba Juice is frequently criticized
for selling smoothies containing
more sugar than the amount
recommended by the USDA,
and by listing only approximate
nutritional calorie numbers in their
locations it appears that the chain
might want to hide behind their
“guilt-free” image that has New
Yorkers coming back for more.
In 2004, Jamba Juice introduced
“Enlightened Smoothies,” which

were made with less sugar, fewer
calories and fewer carbohydrates.
But since then, the new “healthier”
smoothie creations have been
renamed to “Jamba Light,” which
are made with Splenda, non-fat
milk and whey protein. But for the
rest
of Jamba’s menu, exact
nutritional facts are
still unknown and for
some
“Jambaholics,”
that’s just fine. Justin
Kow, a freshman
and frequent
customer, says
he agrees with
Jamba Juice’s
approximate
calorie
count.
“I don’t need to
know specifics. I

like their
smoothies, and that’s good
enough for me.”
Jamba Juice is to the
smoothie world what Starbucks
is to the coffee industry,
especially in New York, however,
even though both companies share
high price ranges, Starbucks has
exact calorie counts next to each
drink item whereas Jamba Juice
does not.
As more Americans become
conscious of weight and healthrelated issues, it’s important to
most that exact figures become
common
knowledge.
When
visiting their website, JambaJuice.
com, the nutrition facts, even the
approximations, are not available.
In fact, after changing their website
in 2007, Jamba got rid of the
nutritional information altogether.
Replacing it with paragraphs
explaining the difference between
empty calories and bad sugars that,

DIRECTINTERIORSINC.COM

With their high sugar and calorie counts, Jamba Juice smoothies may not be as healthy as they seem.
of course, Jamba plays no part of.
A blogger named Sarah J. Gim,
wrote a “secret menu” that Jamba
has never revealed to the public.
The menu includes “push-pops,
strawberry shortcake, PB+J and
Starburst.”
According to Gim, “Mighty
Foods has confirmed with a
‘secret’ source’ that Jamba Juice
does, indeed, have a secret menu
of smoothie flavors that are either

back-catalog flavors or are flavors
that a so-called health food
company couldn’t possibly sell.”
In April 2007, fitsugar.com
deemed the Peanut Butter Moo’d
as the worst Jamba Juice smoothie
you could possibly buy. With 840
calories, 21 grams of fat, 139 carbs
and 122 grams of sugar, this is
definitely one item you should
stay away from. And as for the
best choice, the website chose

Berry Fulfilling. This assortment of
berries contains only 260 calories,
one gram of fat, 57 carbs and 40
grams of sugar.
Is it possible that yet another
chain would manipulate the public
into purchasing their product? It
would appear so. However, some
consumers just don’t care. Although
tasty, Jamba Juice can really be a
threat to one’s health, especially if
it’s a part of your daily diet.

BARUCH STYLE SPOTLIGHT ON: WILLIAM
Creating unique and fashionforward ensembles as a student is not
always an easy task. It can become
nearly impossible to resist the draw
of poorly made and mass-produced
clothes from the typical stores that
seemingly everyone frequents on a
regular basis.
This month’s Baruch Style features
William who succeeds in finding
his own approach to fashion saying,
“My style is based on geometry, the
interaction between fabric and gravity
and the pursuit of the highest quality
materials. I wear things for years,
so I don’t mind spending to have
the highest quality. With care and
maintenance, well-made clothing,
shoes and bags can last indefinitely. I
consider myself very lucky to be able
to dress the way I do.”
I live in: Brooklyn, NY
I’m wearing: Custom-made, oneof-a-kind jacket and pullover twin set
lined in silk and with real tortoise shell
buttons, custom-made trousers, shoes
from Cole Hahn, bag by Philson from
Paragon Sports and bracelets and ring
from Kipepeo, a line by Kenyan-born
New York-based designer Caroline
Muthiga.

I’ve been listening to: Holly
Golightly, Electrelane, Broadcast,
Django Reinhardt, Detroit Cobras,
Os Mutantes and jazz from the Great
Depression.

My favorite piece of clothing is:
My navy blue wool gabardine suit. It
has dirty French words embroidered
underneath my monogram and its
buttons are sliced deer antlers.

My favorite designers are: Thom
Browne, Brioni, Allessandro Dell’aqua,
and Burberry. I have 85 percent or
more of my wardrobe custom made.
Nothing will fit you like something
made just for you.

My fashion icons are: Mae West,
Thom Browne, young, recently
impoverished financiers and the
trophy wives I grew up knowing. I love
them the most because they look the
same age now that they did then. The
person I most look up to for career
and style inspiration is Madeleine
Vionnet.

My favorite places to shop are: My
father’s closet and my fabric salesman,
Kashi’s office, on 37th St. He buys
leftover fabric from designers and I
have been buying from him for almost
five years now. He is the only reason I
can afford to use the materials that I
do.
My favorite fashion trend is:
Interestingly draped clothing. Donna
Karan’s last collection fascinated me.
It seemed as if gravity was turned into
a design element making the fabric
move and drape in new ways that
finally look like our fashion future. The
big trend that I do not care for is people
wearing head-to-toe black. I know
times are tough and black clothing
wears well and can be a cost-effective
way of dressing, but the darkest color I
wear is navy.

The best thing about New York
is: How comfortable I feel here and
how anything I ever think of wanting
can be obtained. I live on the same
street in Brooklyn that my grandfather
had his first store on when he came
to this country from Lebanon. I’m
seeing someone who lives in the same
building in Washington Heights where
my mother grew up. New York really
feels like home.
If you would like to be featured in
Baruch Style, please e-mail Kjarema@
theticker.org. Include a photo that
shows you in an outfit indicative of
your typical style and taste. Please note
that sending a photo does not mean
you will be featured.
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Accessorize your fall fashion
BY MARTINA MICKO
STAFF WRITER

As seen on the runways of Marc
Jacobs and Burberry, fall jewelry
trends are all about making a
statement. From necklaces to
bracelets, it’s all about big crystals
that add shine and bold, accenting
jewelry to add a touch of color. This
season, bigger is better and these
pieces add a fashionable touch to
any outfit, whether it’s casual for
daytime or glam for a night out.
One main trend seen on
the fall runways are necklaces
with oversized and multicolored
crystals. Try a Smoky Quartz
Pendant
Necklace
(Banana
Republic, $49) for day or night. For
those in search of a simpler version
with smaller crystals, try the
Gimigliano Necklace (Aldo, $15).
Another great option is a
dramatic black crystal necklace
such as the Beaded Ribbon
Necklace (Gap, $29.50). These
bold pieces look great with simple
clothes like a strapless dress or a
shirt that exposes the neck.
Bracelets are also dramatic this
season. Just like necklaces, they
can be worn with a casual outfit,
either to school or the office. A
perfect match to crystal-adorned
bracelets, such as those seen in
Burberry’s Fall Collection, is the
Hackwell Bracelet (Aldo, $15). Keep
in mind that when wearing crystals,
be sure to wear only one bracelet or
necklace, otherwise the look will
seem cluttered.
If crystals aren’t your style, there
are other fashionable bracelet
alternatives that will compliment
your outfit. Bangles look great
when they are worn in sets of three

FOREVER21.COM

or more. The Lacquered Bangle your buck.
For rings this fall, it’s all about
Set (Forever 21, $6.80) is a nice
match. For something more glam, big and detailed rocks. A great
match to the black crystal
try pairing bangles with
necklace is a black
a crystal animal
Cabochon Cluster
bangle, such as the
Ring
(Banana
Errona Bracelet
Republic, $39).
(Aldo, $40).
For the gold
Another
trend in rings,
popular
try a gold flower
jewelry
ring
(Urban
trend seen
Outfitters,
on
the
$12) that will
runways
complement your
of
Ralph
set of gold bangles.
Lauren and on
From
rings
to
celebrities
like
bracelets to bangles,
Kim
Kardashian,
jewelry accents this fall are
are stacks of gold
bangles. While making BANANAREPUBLIC.COM sure to add some flash to the
season of foliage. Although
a bold statement, the
trend looks sophisticated. For this these statement pieces are trendy
look, try street vendors in Soho for right now, you can change them
unique selections and be sure to up to fit your personal style once
bargain to get the most bangles for they’re out of style.

STYLE.COM

Bold bangles and dramatic rings and necklaces are all the rage for the fall season.
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Tennis falls again
BY CARLOS RUIZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Despite losing by a close margin
to the Hunter Hawks in the regular
season, Baruch’s women’s tennis
team had a shot at ending a threeyear losing strike to the same team
in the CUNYAC Championship finals, which it had set out to do since
the beginning of the season.
The regular season match was
not only lost , but its decisive match
was led by Baruch’s Sally Ai until
she pulled a muscle, which could
be said to have sealed the Bearcats’
fate. She was not held responsible,
however: “You have to give her
credit, she played with one leg after that,” said Head Coach Florin
Giuglescu. “She has to be proud of
what she did, more than it can be
asked of any player.”
Since the incident played a significant part in the outcome of that
match, the championship finals
could have easily gone either way.
However, every match is different,
every game has new variables and
this game was no exception.
The finals started on a bad note
when Baruch lost all three doubles
matches, compared to the 2-1 leading score it had achieved in the
last match. First singles Monika
Maiellano and Alexandra Vamanu
lost to Hunter’s Evgeniya Kim and
Stefanie Smith with a score of 8-3.
Though not a significant difference
with the 8-5 loss they suffered in
the last match, this score suggested
that Hunter might have headed into
the finals with more power.
Perhaps the most important
match was the second doubles,
which could have given Baruch
a good momentum for the other
matches. However, Irina Piskunova and Mirian Mkrtchyan lost to
Hunter’s second doubles team.

After Hunter managed to beat
Baruch’s undefeated third doubles
team of Shalanda Graham and
Mariya Korobkova, not much could
be done to turn things around.
Hunter’s Anna Vagner and Linda
Ravul defeated Baruch’s third doubles in a highly contested tie-breaker with a score of 9-8 (7-5).
According to the new NCAA
rules, after a team takes five
matches that are required to win
the game, all pending matches are
stopped and suspended. Thus, after
Hunter won all three doubles, only
two more matches were needed to
clinch the magic five.
The first singles loss came when
Baruch’s Monika Maiellano lost to
Hunter’s #12 Intercollegiate Tennis
Association ranked singles player,
Evgeniya Kim.
Hunter’s last required win came
in a sad way at the #5 singles, from
which the Bearcats’ Shalanda Graham had to withdraw due to muscle cramps.
After Hunter’s win, all the remaining matches were stopped,
including the #6 and #4 singles
matches in which Baruch’s Mariya
Korobkova and Mirian Mkrtchyan,
respectively, had the lead. Looking
back, Giuglescu commented simply that “this was a lesson for the
players and a lesson for me … They
did the best they could, but there is
always a winner and a loser.”
After this heartbreaking loss, Giuglescu is looking forward to next
year and has already contacted a
few players from abroad. For now,
the team has many things to be
proud of and many things to continue working on. And even though
they did not accomplish their CUNYAC Championship goal, they
can be proud of another impressive
season.
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Soccer doesn’t play up to season
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

The soccer team lost in its quarterfinal game, ending their hopes of capturing a CUNYAC championship title.

As the Baruch soccer team
waits to hear their fate in regards
to a postseason berth, a look back
at the season proves to be a mix of
energetic freshmen, experienced
seniors and everyone in between
coming together to form a family
on the soccer field.
The 2008 season began with a
heated match-up against William
Paterson, a team that has been
ranked as high as 11th in the nation
in the National Soccer Coaches Association of America National Top
25 Poll. The Bearcats proved to be
ready for the Pioneers, ending the
game in a 1-1 tie after two overtimes. Baruch continued playing
even with their opponents as they
took on local rival New York University, in a game that ended with
the same result after 110 minutes of
action.
Baruch then traveled to Buffalo,
NY, to take on the Medaille College
Mavericks, and while the Bearcats
suffered their first loss of the season, the trip had a much bigger effect in regards to team chemistry.
With no dorms at Baruch, this was
the first opportunity for the team to
spend time with one another outside of games and practices. The
three days spent hundreds of miles
away allowed the players to get to
know their peers in a new light, as
freshman Daniel Ospina noted,
“these aren’t just teammates […]
we’re a family.”
From Sept. 20 to Oct. 15, the
team did not taste defeat. They went
on to win eight straight games, going 7-0-1 against CUNY challengers
and out-of-conference opponents
alike. The Bearcats outscored their
opponents 16-2 during that stretch,
including five shutouts thanks to

a pesky defense and all-star goalkeeper Nelson Di Bastiano.
The victories included the teams
who at the time were first and second in the conference, Brooklyn
and York Colleges. Baruch held
both teams scoreless, and was
proving to be a dominant force in
the conference. Junior striker Val
Kirykovich saw the winning streak
as the high point in the season.
“That is what sticks out in my mind
this season, how happy we were
winning all those games,” he said.
“Our ‘brotherhood’ as a team was
at its highest point.”
Baruch then suffered some
tough losses heading into the playoffs, including in the regular season finale against Medgar Evers,
the team which they would see
in the quarterfinal round only a
week later. The latter match-up saw
the Bearcats’ chances for a CUNY
championship title come to an end
in heartbreaking fashion, losing in
penalty kicks to the Cougars.
The Bearcats now wait to hear
whether that really was the end.
The Eastern Collegiate Athletic
Conference will offer bids on Nov.
10 to teams who did not earn bids
to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association tournament. While
the Bearcats do not know if their
season will see a second life, they
continue to practice, hoping that
their impressive play throughout
the season is not overlooked because of a less than ideal finish in
the playoffs.
Captain Nick Shnayderman put
his hopes in perspective, as he noted, “We don’t play because we’re
getting our tuition paid. We love the
game, we just want to play.” Seniors
like him are just hoping they get
one more chance to lace up their
cleats and take the field on the collegiate level.
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Season ends early for volleyball
BY SPENCE PACKER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Just before their first playoff game on Nov. 4,
the women’s volleyball team and Head Coach
Allison Gunther sat down to share their thoughts
and feelings on recent performances, upcoming
games and collective team spirit.
The previous weekend, the team was in
Waltham, Massachusetts, at the Brandeis University Judges classic. They played three games,
all of which unfortunately ended in defeat. Although the Bearcats led in six of the nine sets
played, every set ended in the other teams’ favor.
“The teams were okay, but we were not all
together at the same time,” said Captain Staren
Soanes. “Thursday night’s game made us mentally upset for the weekend,” she said, referring
to the team’s last regular season game, which
they lost to the City College Beavers. Captain
Nicole Baruffaldi stressed that more passion
was needed as they played: “We had great moments [this weekend], we learned to keep positive, keep vocal and win,” she said between bites
of some pre-game yogurt and granola.
Coach Gunther elaborated and said she feels
that the team needs more passion throughout
the entirety of its games, and that the players
cannot be satisfied with just doing well at moments. “We play both down and up to our competition,” said setter Kristin Walker. “We often
sabotage our own wins,” added her coach.
The team felt that despite its three loses that
weekend, the tournament prepared them well
for their quarterfinal playoff game, and for any
future competition. “We got all the chokes out,”
said Gunther. “This weekend prepared us both
mentally and physically,” said Martino Micko as
she glanced over at Captain Soanes, prompting
her to speak. The latter stated that the team is
tired of coming close to winning, but then losing.
“We have an underdog mentality, we don’t
have to fear any team, and there is no pressure,”
said Gunther. Her team, in something of an uproar, strongly disagreed with the statement, and
Captain Lizmarie Vasquez spoke up. “We can’t
have an underdog mentality, an underdog mentality makes it okay to lose, and we don’t want
that.” She added, “We need to understand losing
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The volleyball team’s senior players with head coach Allison Gunther, the night of their last regular season game.
is a possibility, but never go into a game with an
underdog attitude.”
This team has a friendly, tight knit atmosphere. They joke around with each other, their
coach, and anyone they come in contact with.
“They are friends on and off the court,” said Gunther. This was made clear by the almost tangible
camaraderie the athletes demonstrated.
During the final moments before the quarterfinal game, Gunther gave a pre-game peptalk. “The game today is a chance to redeem
your losses. I believe in our ability, and everyone
in this room must believe in our ability. We are
the team to beat.”
The team had very strong sentiments about
that night’s match against the John Jay Blood-

hounds. Soanes felt that John Jay would only
score between five and ten points in each set
and Adianna Clark supported her by saying that
losing was not an option.
The Lady Bearcats got the result they wanted,
defeating the Bloodhounds three sets to zero.
The team intended to take the buildup of momentum from that win, and go “bird-hunting”
on Friday against the Hunter College Hawks in
the semifinals.
However, the women’s cheers that day were
only enough to get them through the quarterfinals, as they fell to the Hawks at the end of the
week. In a highly anticipated match, the Bearcats
only manage to take it to three sets, which was as
far as their season would go.

Runners lose in CUNYAC
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Monnica Honrade finished eighth out of 70 runners at the CUNYAC championships.
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINIONS EDITOR

Although neither team managed to bring home a championship for Baruch, both the men’s
and women’s cross country teams
recently concluded their season.
On the morning of Oct. 26 at Van
Cortlandt Park, in the Bronx, the
men’s team finished sixth at the 8K

CUNY Athletic Conference Championships while the women’s team
finished fifth at the 6K CUNYAC
Championships.
On the women’s side, senior
Monnica Honrade finished 8th
place (27:44) out of 70 runners.
This represented her all-time best
and she as a result took home an
individual medal. Next was junior
Viktoriya Mikhelzon, who came in

21st place overall (30:16). She was
followed closely by Estefany Tovar
(30:17) who finished 23rd and Anastasiya Chernaya in 24th place
(30:27).
Missing from the competition
was recently named CUNYAC Runner of the Year Jessica Penaherrera,
who was unable to compete because of a calcaneal stress fracture.
However, a heartbroken Penaherrera on crutches was on hand to
lend moral support to her teammates, despite the disappointing
end of her season.
“We didn’t place where we
wanted but the team gave their best
effort,” said Head Coach Ariadne
Mui. “We will take this as a learning experience and we now understand that you get just as much as
you put in.”
Some of the athletes shared the
same sentiment.
“It wasn’t a great season. We
waited for the season to start before
we started taking it seriously,” said
Penaherrera.
However, for Honrade, a graduating senior, this final track meet
was bittersweet.
“Winning isn’t everything. My
relationship that I have with my
teammates and my coach will
mean more to me than any championship. Certainly, I would have
wanted to end my four-year career
as a champion but being an athlete
is not easy. Even though the outcome wasn’t what we anticipated,
I know my teammates and I gave it
our very best.”
With Honrade, Lamar Bailey
and Keiko Akashi graduating this
year, Mui has already begun the recruitment process and is extremely
optimistic about next year’s team.
One reason is sophomore Tovar,

who was said to have shown the
most improvement this year.
“She has stepped up to the plate
and has so much potential,” said
Mui. “She certainly has the right attitude to be one of our top five runners next year.”
“She has a world of potential
and has put her mind to it,” agreed
Penaherrera.
“Estefany battled injuries early
on this season but she proved herself,” added Honrade.
Everyone on the team seems to
be discouraged by this year’s finish,
one year after their first championship. However, they feel overly optimistic about the prospects of next
season.
Meanwhile, the men concluded their rollercoaster ride season.
Freshman Gilbert Marte placed
third overall, out of 87 runners,
with a time of 29:01; he was first
amongst his seven fellow Baruch
teammates. Sophomore Agustin
Lastra finished 15th place overall,
with a time of 31:10, but was disappointed with the effort of the team
as a whole.
“We may have lacked experience and if you couple that with
the fact that CUNY teams such as
Hunter and Brooklyn made drastic improvements this season, it’s
understandable why we finished
where we did.”
Missing from the championship
due to an injury was last year’s Most
Valuable Player, Andrew O’Rourke.
“The team felt we could have
done better,” said Lastra. “We know
we have a lot of work to do”
On a positive note, The CUNY
Athletic Conference announced
its men’s cross country year-end
award winners and Marte was
named Rookie of the Year.

Foreseeing
the future
With the Phillies being crowned
World Series Champions (a phrase
that will make Mets fans’ stomachs
turn for the next eight months) the
2008 season has officially come to
a close, but the real action is just
beginning.
This off-season is filled with
marquee talent on the trading block
and in the free agent
market that can
bring a team from a
contender to World
Series champion.
CC
Sabathia,
Brewers
After a terrible
TIM PETROPOLOUS start, Sabathia single handedly took
Bearcat Prowler
the Brewers to
their first playoff appearance since
1982, posting a 17-10 record with
a 2.70 ERA and a league leading
251 K’s. Those numbers, combined
with the fact that he is only 28 years
old and a lefty, mean Sabathia
could be looking at a record breaking contract in the off season. The
Yankees are the front-runners for
his services early with the Brewers,
Dodgers and Giants, also looking
to bid for the hefty lefty. The bottom line is that the Yankees are in
desperate need of an ace and have
the resources to spend on Sabathia.
They will outbid everyone else.
Prediction: Sabathia signs a
seven-year; $147 million deal with
Yankees.
Francisco Rodriguez, Angels
“K-Rod” is the big name closer
on the free-agent market this season, and rightly so. Rodriguez converted a MLB record 62 saves with
the Angels in 2008, including a 2.24
ERA and 77 K’s. He has already
turned down a preliminary offer
from the Angels to return and has
drawn major interest from the Mets,
whose bullpen collapsed down the
stretch last season. Despite questions surrounding Rodriguez’ delivery and declining velocity, he is
still an elite closer, and if the Mets
don’t sign him, their fans may tear
down Citi Field.
Prediction: Rodriguez signs for
four year, $52 million with Mets.
Mark Teixeira, Angels
Arguably the best player on the
market, Teixeira is a gold-glove,
switch-hitting, 28 year old power
hitter with nothing but upside. The
Angels would be crazy to let him
go, and with Francisco Rodriquez’
salary coming off the books, they
should be able to re-sign the superstar, although they will have
stiff competition from the Yankees,
Mets and Red Sox.
Prediction: Teixeira re-signs
with Angels for eight years and
$192 million.
Manny Ramirez, Dodgers
After the trade that sent Ramirez
from the Red Sox to the Dodgers
last season, the freethinking slugger gave a whole new meaning
to phrase “Manny being Manny.”
With the Dodgers, Ramirez hit .396
with 17 HR’s and 53 RBI’s in only
53 games, bringing the team from
a .500 ball club to a NLCS appearance single handedly. Although
Manny can be a handful, he can do
major damage with the stick and
the Dodgers are desperate to bring
him back.
Prediction: Manny re-signs with
Dodgers for 3 years, $45 million.
Jake Peavy, Padres
When Jake Peavy is healthy, he
can be the most dominating righthander in baseball, but with the
Padres rebuilding and Peavy set to
make upwards of $10 million next
season, the 27 year-old has become
expendable. The catch is that Peavy
has a full no-trade clause, and can
pick out the teams he would like to
be dealt to.
Prediction: Peavy traded to
Braves for four prospects.
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SCHEDULE
Men’s Swimming
11/11 – CSI @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
11/14 – Baruch @ Manhattan, 6:30 p.m.

Women’s Swimming
11/11 – CSI @ Baruch, 6 p.m.
11/14 – Baruch vs. Manhattan, 6:30 p.m.
11/14 – Baruch vs St. Joe’s College, 6:30 p.m.
11/14 – Baruch vs. Bridgeport, 6:30 p.m.
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BEARCATS
Women’s tennis loses their
fourth straight championship
final to Hunter
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